
DRAFT

When meeting someone new, often that person will say, “Tell me about 
yourself.” Usually, the person is looking for job titles, a relationship status, or 
the city where you live. You may answer with things like, “I’m a Nurse,”  
“I live in Dallas,” “I’m a married father of two.” In our society, you are often 
identified by what you do or where you live.

Though categorizing people this way is often harmless, sometimes people  
go a step further and identify individuals by their wrongs. If someone commits 
adultery, that person is labeled as an “adulterer.” When co-workers do poor 
work, they are called “incompetent.” People who talk about others behind 
their backs are noted as “gossips.” It is easy for past failures to become 
identifiers that are not easily erased. Even when you take steps to make amends 
for your mistakes, labels can stick with you in the minds of others, and 
sometimes, in your own mind, too.

However, God sees you differently. He loves you. He fearfully and wonderfully 
created you in his own image. In fact, you are so valuable to him that even 
though he knew all the sins you were going to commit, he sent Jesus, his son, 
to die for you so that you could be reconciled to a right relationship with  
him. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 says that if you are reconciled to God through 
Jesus, he doesn’t just fix you, he makes you new. He gives you a new 
identity and purpose. 

You may have come to re:generation to fix a struggle, but God wants to do 
much more than just help you modify your behavior. He wants you to be  
in a right relationship with him, to be healthy, to realize who he created you  
to be, and to see yourself as he sees you. He wants you to live out the 
purpose for which you were created, so that you can experience all that he 
has for you in every area of life. If you are willing to come to him on his  
terms, he will make everything new. What is stopping you?
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 PRAYER: Dear God, help me to let go of my past. Help me to see myself and  
 others as you do, not for the wrongs I have done. 

KEY SCRIPTURE:
“Therefore, if anyone is  
in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is 
from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation.”

(2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

MAIN POINT:  
God doesn’t just fix 
problems, He makes 
things new. 

APPLICATION: List the characteristics by which you most often identify yourself (to others, and when thinking about 
yourself). Also, list how you think God sees you. Consider the differences of these two lists. Ask someone you trust to 
see if your understanding of how God sees you lines up with what the Bible says about how he sees you.  
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